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The aim of the meeting was to share news about ongoing projects of the SIG as well as to begin new
collaborations for future research activity.

Leonie started the meeting with a summary on ongoing SIG projects:

- DYMUS project (RIMS Grant 2015): A still ongoing project of the translation and validation of
DYMUS into Spanish and Dutch. All data have been collected. Current status unclear.

- Systematic review (RIMS Grant 2016): A systematic review on dysarthria in MS.
Unfortunately, a very similar review was published in the end of 2018, so a rethinking of the
project should be done.

- Collaboration on a narrative review on swallowing and communication problems in MS. A
revision of the paper has been resubmitted. We are awaiting approval.

The other part of the meeting was dedicated to a new collaboration project: the translation and
validation of APACS test. Leena Maria Heikkola made an introduction about pragmatics and MS. She
defined pragmatics and she cited few studies on the matter. She highlighted that pragmatics issues in
MS are often underestimated and she concluded that there is a lack of tools that assess this
construct.

Giorgio Arcara then presented the test APACS (Assessment of Pragmatics Abilities and Cognitive
Substrates; Arcara and Bambini, 2016). APACS assess pragmatics abilities and it is easily
administrable with no specific training needed. APACS has already been translated in multiple
languages by projects all over the world. The group discussed the possibility of beginning a new
collaboration intended to translate the test in Finnish, Flamish, Dutch (and maybe Spanish) and adapt
the English version to Australian patients. For that collaboration a RIMS grant will be asked, with
Leena Maria Heikkola as first applicant and Giorgio Arcara as the coordinator of the project. A shared
document was created in order to write the project and in order to fulfill the grant application.
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Future plans:

On the next meeting scheduled on the 4th of November the members interested in the APACS
project will better discuss participation in the project and how to divide the budget that will be
asked. A few more meetings on APACS will be planned.

Next in-between meeting:

Depending on the COVID-19 situation
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